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Haiti: Chronology Of Events, November 25 - December 9
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, December 11, 1991
Nov. 25: Following the failure of negotiations between deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide and
National Assembly representatives in Cartagena, Colombia, Marc Bazin leader of the Movement for
the Installation of Democracy in Haiti (MIDH) , requested that the interim government draft and
implement a plan to end the economic embargo. Jean August Mesyeau, director for international
relations for the Autonomous Federation of Haitian Workers (CATH), called for the maintenance
of the embargo to force the acceptance of Aristide's return to power. At a press conference, Duly
Brutus, National Assembly vice president and Chamber of Deputies leader, condemned "the
intransigence of the two sides" in the negotiations, and called on the Senate to investigate human
rights violations committed by Aristide's government, the interim goverment and public security
forces. National Assembly president and Senate leader Dejean Belizaire blamed Aristide for the
failure of the talks. Jean Robert Sabalat, former foreign minister under Aristide, condemned the
occupation of the Canadian embassy by 19 members of the United Militants Front (FMR). [The
occupation took place on Nov. 21. Spokespersons for the 19 said they would leave the building
under Red Cross protection, and after receiving guarantees from the army that they will not be
arrested. On Nov. 24, Canadian Ambassador Robert Dussault said the Aristide government had
disassociated itself from the FMR, and Aristide had requested that the Front members vacate the
embassy.] Nov. 27: In Santiago, Chile, the Socialist International council issued a comminique
supporting restoration of democracy in Haiti and Aristide's return to power. The SI held its annual
meeting in the Chilean capital. During a closed-door meeting of the Organization of American
States (OAS) permanent council, the 34 member-nations voted unanimously to continue the trade
embargo against Haiti in light of the lack of progress in negotiations. According to Augusto Ramirez
Ocampo, head of the OAS special mission to Haiti, the embargo could be relaxed somewhat
upon the appointment of a new prime minister acceptable to all parties in conflict, and general
progress in negotiations. Suspension of embargo remained contingent on Aristide's return to power.
US State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler told reporters that 66 of the 100 Haitian
refugees who were given temporary asylum in Venezuela after being refused asylum in the US
have requested immediate repatriation to Haiti. In a speech broadcast by state-run Radio Nationale,
Haiti's provisional prime minister Jean Jacques Honorat said the government is considering
holding presidential elections on Jan. 5, and that an electoral council would be created Dec. 5. US
military sources indicated that Washington is already considering expansion of a refugee camp
at the Guantanamo base in Cuba to house about 10,000 Haitian refugees rather than 2,500. Camp
construction began Nov. 26. The US Coast Guard reported rescue of 218 Haitians on four boats,
bringing the total number of Haitians picked up by the Coast Guard since Oct. 29 to 5,175. Cuban
news sources reported that Cuban navy personnel had thus far rescued 677 Haitians. The refugees
are housed at a camp in Punta Maisi. Nov. 28: A formal announcement of the Jan. 5 election date
by Haiti's provisional president Joseph Nerette was broadcast on the National Radio network and
the few independent radio stations with sufficient power sources to continue operation. Nerette
said Aristide is prohibited from participating in the elections in accordance with Article 134.3 of
the Haitian constitution, which requires a five-year period between first and second terms, and
prohibits a third. The US Defense Department reported capability of providing temporary shelter
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for up to 15,000 Haitian refugees, but that refugee numbers were close to capacity already. Nov.
29: OAS Secretary General Joao Baena Soares said Latin America will not recognize the winners of
new elections produced by Haiti's provisional government. He added that the announcement of
elections in January does not contribute to a solution to the nation's crisis, and serves as an obstacle
to negotiations. Louis Dejoie, president of the National Agricultural Industry Party of Haiti (PAIN),
said he supports the call for elections as a step toward avoiding civil war in Haiti. He reiterated
condemnation of the overthrow of the Aristide's democratically elected government. Dejoie
criticized the trade embargo, which he said has resulted in the loss of approximately US$100 million
in export revenue. According to Dejoie, between 50,000 and 100,000 Haitians will flee the country
unless the trade embargo is lifted in the near future. US State Department spokesperson Richard
Boucher rejected new presidential elections in Haiti, and called the provisional government's
promises to abide by the constitution "cynical." Boucher said Washington continues to support OAS
mediation efforts. The provisional government issued a communique announcing that gasoline
service stations will be open for business effective immediately. The price per gallon of gasoline
is US$3.60, and for diesel fuel, US$2.60. Independent Radio Tropic cited an oil industry official
as saying that the recent shipment from Liberia is expected to last six weeks. The Haitian Senate
requested that the OAS "immediately and unconditionally" lift the trade embargo, and "take
note of Aristide's refusal to sign a joint statement at the Cartagena meeting." The Senate also
requested that UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar intervene on Haiti's behalf in the OAS.
Finally, the Senate called on provisional president Nerette to file a suit at the UN's judicial branch,
the International Court of Justice (The Hague), toward obtaining "reparations for damages, and
material, financial and human losses caused the people of Haiti by the illegal embargo imposed
by the OAS." US State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler said 5,790 Haitians had been
intercepted by US vessels. Of the total, 1,189 were being held at the Guantanamo naval base,
823 on board the Tortuga Coast Guard vessel anchored near Guantanamo, and 2,731 on board
other ships. Only 160 have thus far been granted political asylum by the US government, and
over 500 have been repatriated to Haiti. Nov. 30: During an interview broadcast by independent
Radio Galaxie, Jean Gerard Pierre, director of the Ecumenical Center for Human Rights, said
the interim government must acknowledge and condemn human rights abuses and violations
of the constititution committed since the overthrow of the Aristide government in September.
He also criticized the Justice Ministry for failing to take a position on these violations. Dec. 1: In
Caracas (Venezuela), former Haitian president Leslie Manigat said the provisional government had
"reconstitutionalized the constitution with the call for new elections." He added that he planned a
trip to Port-au-Prince to examine guarantees to ensure fair elections on Jan. 5. A 12-member OAS
delegation arrived in Port-au-Prince to evaluate humanitarian aid requirements. State-run Radio
Nationale reported that soldiers shot and killed a man armed with a pistol and machete who refused
to identify himself upon entering the National Palace grounds. The incident sparked rumors about a
coup attempt. Dec. 2: In Cartagena, Colombia, presidents of Rio Group member-nations (Argentina,
Boliva, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, Costa Rica
representing Central America, and Jamaica representing the Caribbean) expressed agreement on
full and rigorous implementation of the OAS embargo. In a joint statement, the heads of state called
on the European Community to participate in the embargo against Haiti, and asserted that results
of Jan. 5 elections planned by the interim government in Port-au- Prince will not be recognized.
Most of the presidents rejected proposals for the application of additional measures, such as a
military blockade. Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez called for more and harsher sanctions
against Haiti, and the implementation of a general blockade to replace the OAS trade embargo.
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Argentine President Carlos Menem also expressed support for increased international pressure
on the interim government. Don Kappel, US Navy spokesperson at the Guantanamo base, told
reporters that the US is preparing to receive approximately 12,500 Haitian refugees at four newlyconstructed camps. According to a State Department communique, as of Dec. 1, 6,370 refugees had
been intercepted by the US Coast Guard. Of the total, 3,069 are being held at Guantanamo and
2,250 are on board Coast Guard vessels. US federal judge Clyde Atkins extended through Dec. 5
an injunction against US government efforts to repatriate Haitian refugees. European Community
foreign ministers meeting in Brussels expressed support for a stringent trade embargo against Haiti
following a request for compliance by Rio Group presidents. The EC suspended implementation
of the comprehensive Lome IV cooperation agreement vis-a-vis Haiti on Oct. 2, including US$132
million in development aid. Dec. 3: US State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler said
the large majority of the Haitians fleeing their country are economic refugees, and as such cannot
apply for political asylum in the US. She cited the voluntary repatriation of 71 of the 100 refugees
received by Venezuela as evidence that the conditions in Haiti "aren't so bad." US federal judge
Clyde Atkins indefinitely prohibited the US government from deporting Haitian refugees. He
said the Haitians had demonstrated the existence of a substantial threat to their physical safety in
Haiti, and that they could suffer irreparable harm if not granted refuge. At a press conference, Jean
Casimir, Haiti's ambassador in Washington, rejected the State Department statement. He said that
although refugees are hungry, they are fleeing Haiti for political reasons. According to a monthly
report issued by the Haitian Rights and Freedoms Center (CHADEL), over 200 people were shot
to death during the coup. The report said that on Oct. 1, soldiers entered hospitals, including the
National University Hospital, and attempted to murder survivors of coup-related violence. Next,
the report listed 110 people, including numerous children, who were injured by soldiers. CHADEL
was founded by interim prime minister Jean Jacques Honorat, and is currently headed by Rene
Dubois. The Haitian government issued a communique broadcast on state-run television denying
the accuracy of a recent report by the Inter-American Human Rights Commission. The report said
approximately 1,500 Haitians had been killed since the coup. Provisional prime minister Honorat
told reporters that the "only way out of the nation's crisis is a negotiated solution." He blamed
Aristide for the failure of negotiations in Colombia, but proposed resumption of OAS-mediated
talks. Dec. 4: After meeting with Dominican Republic President Joaquin Balaguer, US Rep. Lawrence
L. Presler (R-SD) requested that the OAS suspend the trade embargo against Haiti, on grounds of
severe hardship to impoverished Haitians. The US government submitted an appeal to overturn a
Dec. 3 court order prohibiting the Coast Guard from deporting Haitian refugees. Dec. 6: Augusto
Ramirez Ocampo, head of the OAS special mission to Haiti, arrived unannounced in Port-auPrince. The International Migration Organization reported that 35 Haitian refugees in Honduras
will be voluntarily repatriated over the next week. Tegucigalpa agreed to provide temporary shelter
to 250 Haitian refugees. Dec. 7: In statements to reporters, Ramirez Ocampo said, "For the first
time, we are in active, dynamic negotiations." Names of possible candidates for prime minister
have been exchanged by members of the interim and the deposed governments. The Rev. Jesse
Jackson visited the US naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba, to "express solidarity with the Haitian
refugees." He said the refugees were victims of racist treatment by US officials. Cuban President
Fidel Castro said he would not forcibly repatriate Haitian refugees. He accused the US government
of "converting the US naval base at Guantanamo, illegally occupied, into a Haitian concentration
camp." Dec. 9: US State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler said that at least 757 of the
6,620 Haitians intercepted by the US Coast Guard meet the qualifications for political asylum. Thus
far, the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) has conducted initial interviews with 4,593 of
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the potential immigrants. In Bogota (Colombia), Ramirez Ocampo expressed "deep concern" about
the human rights situation in Haiti, "which appears to be very grave." Fifty Haitian legislators who
support Aristide's reinstatement presented a list of conditions for his return to foreign journalists.
The document stated that the new prime minister must not be a member of parliament or of a
political party connected to the coup, but must have good relations with the parliament. Next, the
candidate must inspire the confidence of the masses, the international community, the business
and industrial sectors, the military and the bourgeoisie, and must be a member of a representative
political party. The statement said that if Aristide fails to comply with the list of conditions, the
legislators will ratify the interim prime minister. Approximately 4,000 people, the majority Haitians,
marched in Miami in protest of attempts by the US government to deport Haitian refugees. Dec. 10:
The United Nations Economic and Social Council approved a resolution condemning the overthrow
of Aristide, criticizing the human rights situation under the interim government, praising the work
of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (ACNUR), and calling for international cooperation
on behalf of thousands of Haitian refugees. The resolution now goes to the General Assembly for
approval. Following a meeting with Aristide in Ottawa, Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney
said his government will provide substantial financial aid to Haiti once Aristide is returned to
power. (Sources: Reuter, 11/18/91; Washington Post, 11/28/91; Inter Press Service, 11/25/91, 11/26/91,
12/02/91; Associated Press, 11/28/91, 11/29/91, 12/01/91, 12/02/91, 12/04/91; Deutsche Press Agentur,
12/03/91, 12/04/91; Notimex, 12/06/91; Agence France-Presse, 11/26-12/07/91, 12/09/91, 12/10/91;
Spanish news service EFE, 11/25/91, 11/27-29/91, 12/01-03/91, 12/09/91, 12/10/91)
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